CHAPTER III

THE CONQUEST OF THE PUNJAB

LORD DALHOUSIE, the youngest ruler of India
since Olive, and with his only administrative ex-
perience gained from a few years' work in the
English Board of Trade, succeeded a veteran soldier
and statesman as Governor-General. On the i ath
of January, 1848, Lord Hardinge, the friend of
Wellington and one of the heroic figures of the
Peninsular War, closed his four years of eventful
administration. The old soldier made over India
to the young civilian in a state of profound peace.
The nearly ten years of warfare which followed the
aggression, of Lord Auckland upon Afghanistan,
had ended in what promised to be a permanent
calm \

1 The original and contemporary authority for the events narrated
in this chapter down to fte taking of Multan,'p. 77, is A Year on
the Punjab Frontier, in 1848-9, by Major Herbert B. Edwardes,
C.B., H.E.I.O.S., 2 vols., Benfley, 1851. Major (afterwards Sir
Herbert) Edwardes' work is followed by [Sir] Edwin Arnold in his
Marquis of Dalhousie's Administration of British India (2 vols.,
Saunders, Otley, & Co., 1862-5), and by most subsequent writers.
I have made use of both these works; and of the later biographies
0f the three Lawrences, and other officers at that time employed in
the Punjab.